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Reflective Insights from Washington Week: A Journey of Discovery and Inspiration

As we pause to contemplate the whirlwind of experiences that made up Washington Week, it
becomes increasingly apparent that this journey was more the just a simple observation—it was a
transformative experience that left an invaluable imprint on our minds, our futures, and our lives. Each
encounter, each conversation, served as a building block in the construction of our understanding of
governance, leadership, and the intricate tapestry of American History. Without bipartisan experiences
like these being provided to students to educate problem over party logic, this country’s future would
ultimately look dire. For this, | extend my deepest gratitude and thanks to the Hearst Foundation for not
only the experience you provided to me, but the other 103 delegates of the 62nd USSYP’s Washington
week.

At the heart of our Washington Week experience was the exclusive dinner held in the hallowed
confines of the National Archives Rotunda—a setting steeped in the significance of America's
foundational documents. Here, amidst the echoes of history both figuratively and literally, we had the
privilege of listening to Senator John Barrasso, M.D. of Wyoming, Co-Chair of the 62" USSYP, deliver
a stirring address. Senator Barrasso's words resonated deeply, invoking a profound sense of duty and
reverence for the principles enshrined within the Constitution. His impassioned plea for active civic
engagement served as a call to duty, igniting within us a fervent commitment to uphold the democratic
ideals upon which our nation was founded.

Throughout the week, we were fortunate to engage with a number of luminaries who
exemplified the virtues of leadership and public service. From the dynamic insights of Pete Buttigieg,
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation, to the wisdom of Sonceria Ann Berry, Secretary of
the U.S. Senate, each interaction offered a window into the complexities of governance and the
challenges facing our nation. These conversations served not only to broaden our understanding of the
policymaking process but also to reaffirm our belief in the power of principled leadership to effect
positive change in society. These experiences were more than just another “big face” to go meet, each
person added to the experience of Washington Week giving unique insight to each.

The visit to George Washington's Mount Vernon and the Smithsonian American Art Museum
provided moments of profound reflection and connection with America's rich cultural heritage. Standing
in the shadow of the nation's first president and beholding the masterpieces of American artistry, we
were transported back in time to an era defined by resilience, innovation, and unwavering conviction.
These encounters served as poignant reminders of the enduring values that have shaped our national
identity, inspiring us to draw upon the lessons of the past as we navigate the challenges of the present.

Undoubtedly, one of the most poignant highlights of our journey was the solemn ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery and the awe-inspiring tour of the Pentagon. As we paid homage to the
fallen heroes interred on hallowed ground and engaged in discussions with military leaders, we were
confronted with the stark realities of sacrifice and service. Here, amidst the silent sentinels of freedom,
we were reminded of the profound debt of gratitude owed to those who have selflessly defended our
nation's ideals. These experiences left an indelible mark on our hearts, reinforcing our resolve to honor
the legacy of our nation's heroes and to safeguard the liberties they fought to preserve.



One of the final activities was a visit to the halls of the presidential residence provided an
intimate setting for this historic occasion. The USSYP had its first ever private watch party of President
Biden’s 3" State of the Union address. As we observed the president of the United States address the
nation with a vision for our country. It was a moment of reflection, underscoring the importance of civic
engagement and the enduring strength of our democratic institutions. Following the State of the Union,
we met President Biden himself his words of encouragement left an impression, reinforcing our belief in
the power of leadership to effect positive change in society.

In retrospect, Washington Week was not merely a series of events but a transformative voyage
of self-discovery and enlightenment. The conversations shared, the insights gained, have collectively
shaped our understanding of our roles as leaders of democracy and agents of change in an ever-
evolving world. As we prepare to embark on our respective journeys, we do so with a renewed sense of
purpose and determination, led by the knowledge that our experiences during Washington Week have
equipped us with the tools and insights necessary to effect meaningful change in our communities and
beyond.

As we bid farewell to the nation's capital, we do so with a profound sense of gratitude for the
opportunities afforded to us and a steadfast commitment to honor the lessons learned and the values
imparted during this remarkable journey. Washington Week has not only enriched our minds but has
also touched our hearts, leaving an enduring legacy that will continue to inspire us as we strive to make
a positive impact on the world around us. Our reflections on Washington Week serve as a testament to
the enduring power of experiential learning and the profound impact of engaging with the pillars of
democracy. As we journey forward, we carry with us the invaluable lessons learned and the unwavering
spirit of service and leadership instilled during this transformative experience. May we continue to
embody the principles of democracy and uphold the ideals that define our nation, ensuring a brighter,
more inclusive future for generations to come.



